
Planning Pyramid

B a s i c   P r o t e c t i o n s

Thermal Envelope
(Efficiency & Comfort)

Appliances & Fixtures
•Washer/Dryer
•Frig, Range, Micro, etc.
•Light Fixtures, 
•Plumbing Fixtures

Sub-Systems
•Heating, Cooling, Ventilation
•Plumbing
•Electrical

(includes Solar, Geotherm, Wind Energy)

Sur-
facing
•Counters
•Cabinets
•Trim
•Doors, etc

Structural
Integrity

•Foundation
•Beams
•Columns
•Floors/walls/Rafters

Environ.
Health

Protective
Enclosures
•Roof
•Walls
•Doors
•Windows

Financial
Affordability

•Affordable Mortgage
•Annual Repairs & 
Maint affordable

Risk 
Management
•Insurance
•Smoke Detect
•CO Detect

•Lead
•Asbestos
•Mold
•Radon

•Voc’s
•CO
•EMF

Definition:
Air Barrier

+
Insulation

Locations:
•Roof, kneewalls
•Walls, windows,doors
•Foundation, bsmt slab

Precautions:
•Interior Moisture
 Control (showers, cooking, etc.) 

•Pressurization Control

© Bob Alf Construction 2009


